Planning Commission Staff Report

April 1, 2010
Project: Strong Park Clearwire Wireless Antennas
Request: Conditional Use Permit
File: EG-09-047

Location: The project site is located adjacentto Strong Park in the
East EIk Grove Special Planning Area

APN: 127-0150-062

Planner: Sarah Kirchgessner

App. Accepted:  August 25, 2009

Property Owner Applicant Agent

Cosumnes Community Services District Clearwire Wireless Landmark Consulting
Dave Womack and Jeff Ramos Stephani Crispin Jeff Lienert

8820 Elk Grove Blvd 3117 Fite Circle, Suite 102 2210 Acorn Ridge Court
Elk Grove, CA 95624 Sacramento, CA 95827 Folsom, CA 95630

Staff Recommendation

Staff recommends that the Planning Commission find the project exempt from CEQA and
approve the Conditional Use Permit for the Strong Park Clearwire Wireless project, subject to the
findings contained herein and the conditions of approval contained in the Resolution.

Project Description

The applicant is requesting a  Conditional Use Permit to install three panel antennas and up to
three parabolic antennas on a 12-foot extension to an existing PG& E transmission tower. The
project also includes the associated radio cabinet within a 100 x 100 lease area at the base of
the tower. The project also includes a height exception to exceed the Zoning Code height limit

in the O zone (Open Space) by 79 feet.

Setting

The project site is located adjacent to Strong Park in the East Elk Grove Specific Plan area. The
Clearwire lease area is located  in the existing power line corridor.  The project site is bordered by

single family residential use to the east and o pen space to the north, south, and west. Table 1
details the projectds and adjacent propertiesé
uses.
Table 1. Land Uses and Designations
Existing Use General Plan Zoning

Subject Site Open Space Public Open Space/Recreation O]

North Open Space Public Open Space/Recreation AR-10

South Open Space Public Open Space/Recreation ©)

East Single Family houses Low Density Residential RD-7

West Open Space Public Open Space/Recreation AR-10
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Figure 3. Site Plan
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Figure 5. Elevation

Analysis

Conditional Use Permit

The purpose of a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) is to allow for the individual review of uses that

are authorized by the General Plan, but might have project -specific site development features
or operating characteristics that need to be evaluated to ensure compatibility with surrounding
areas and uses . The Zoning Code conditionally allows  wireless facilities within the O zone subject
to the issuance of a CUP. The Planning Commission has discretion to approve, conditionally
approve, or deny the CUP application.

The applicant is requesting a  Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to construct and operate a wireless
communications facility  in an open space area . The antennas will be mounted on a 12-foot
extension to an existing PG&E transmissio n tower. The proposed wireless facility meets the
applicable  development standards for site design, safety design, lighting, landscaping,
design/finish, advertising, and setbacks (§23.94.050 (3)). However, the wireless facility does not
meet the height lim it for wireless towers in the O zone in the Zoning Code (Table 23 -94-1) by 79



