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This section provides an overview of the project and the environmental analysis.  For additional 
detail regarding specific issues, please consult the appropriate chapter of Sections 4.1 through 
4.12 (Environmental Setting, Impacts, and Mitigation Measures) of the Draft Environmental 
Impact Report (Draft EIR).   

Edits made to the project description as a result of comments on the Draft EIR and the direction 
by City Council at the Council meeting on July 26, 2006 are demarcated by revision marks 
(underline and strikeout).  The City Council directed Public Works Department staff to proceed 
on the design of Bond Road with no sidewalk/pathway on the north side and curb, gutter and 
sidewalk on the south side.  These feature changes to the project description are all located 
within the environmental study limits and have been analyzed as a part of both Alternative 1 
and Alternative 2.  Therefore, these changes do not involve any new significant impacts or 
provide significant new information that would require recirculation of the DEIR pursuant to 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15088.5.  The revised project configuration is shown in Figures 3.1-3, 3.1-
4 and 3.1-5 in this Final EIR. 

2.1 PROJECT LOCATION 

The Bond Road Widening Project (proposed project) site is located entirely within the City of Elk 
Grove (City) limits. The proposed improvements would begin at and include the intersection of 
Bond Road/Bradshaw Road, and end at the intersection of Bond Road/Grant Line Road.  The 
two existing lanes on Bond Road would become the proposed westbound lanes with many of 
the existing trees on the south side of the road remaining as part of the road median where 
feasible.   

Intersection improvements with signalization and curbs at Bond Road and Bradshaw Road were 
completed by the Elk Grove Unified School District as a part of the construction of their school on 
Bond Road.   

A separate roadway project constructed in the summer of 2005 by the City realigned the 
eastern terminus of Bond Road with Wrangler Drive and constructed a four-way signalized 
intersection at Grant Line Road (Bond Road/Grant Line Road Intersection Improvement project). 
A reinforced concrete box was constructed under Bond Road near the intersection of Grant 
Line Road that conveys drainage under the roadway in a north-south direction.   

2.2 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The proposed project would widen Bond Road from the intersection of Bradshaw Road to Grant 
Line Road.  This 1.5-mile project would include widening Bond Road from two-lanes to four-lanes, 
modification of the existing drainage system within the project area, the installation of a center 
median along the length of Bond Road, and the installation of two traffic signals at key 
intersections in the project area.  No sidewalk/pathway would be constructed on the north side 
of Bond Road, and curb or asphalt concrete dike and a shoulder width of 3 to 5 feet would be 
installed where shallow collection swales are not feasible due to the location of existing trees. 
Curb and gutter, 6-foot shoulder, and a 6-foot sidewalk would be installed on the south side of 
Bond Road.  Curb or asphalt concrete dike would be installed on the north and south side of 
Bond Road, where shallow collection swales are not feasible.  Sidewalks/pathways would be 
installed on both sides of the roadway.  A shoulder width of three feet to five feet would be 
provided.  Roadway safety lighting would be provided at all intersections with Bond Road.  
Improvements at the intersection of Bond Road and Grant Line Road allowing dual left turn 
lanes from eastbound Bond Road to northbound Grant Line Road would be a part of this 
project.   Right-of-way for the dual left turn lanes has already been acquired as a part of the 



2.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

Bond Road Widening (Bradshaw Road to Grant Line Road) City of Elk Grove  
Final Environmental Impact Report  September 2006 

2.0-2 

Bond Road/Grant Line Road Intersection Improvement project.  In addition, the culvert located 
just west of the Bond Road/Grant Line Road intersection would need to be extended as a part 
of the proposed project to accommodate the ultimate width of Bond Road. The relocation of 
utilities would be required within the project limits to accommodate the increased width of the 
roadway.  The project features are described below: 

ROADWAY 

The existing Bond Road between Bradshaw Road and Grant Line Road is a two-lane roadway 
with narrow or no shoulders, and has a posted speed limit of 45 mph.  Bond Road would be 
widened on its existing horizontal and vertical alignment to a four lane arterial.  The existing two 
lanes on Bond Road would be improved and become the proposed westbound lanes with the 
existing trees on the south side of the road remaining as part of the road median where feasible.   
The eastbound roadway width would be a constant 29 28 feet where the median is paved and 
29 feet where the median is landscaped.  The westbound roadway width would vary between 
26 25 feet and 29 feet.  The median width would vary from 14.5 4 feet to 30 feet. 

Initially, the intersection approach legs are anticipated to flare from 74 feet to a full width of 90 
feet, in order to incorporate left and right turn lanes.  The median would be a combination of 
landscaped islands and two-way left turn lanes.  The signalized intersections would provide for u-
turns. 

Median Access 

Typically, a four-lane arterial roadway has a landscaped median with a width of 12 feet to 
separate each direction of traffic.  This project proposes three median treatments as follows: 

West Segment 

From Bradshaw Road to just west of Bader Road, a paved two-way left turn lane with a width of 
12 feet would be constructed in the median area.  Left turns into and out of most property 
driveways would be unrestricted from the center turn lane, except for the church driveway 
access.  The church access currently prohibits left turns out of the driveway and that would 
continue with the proposed project. 

Middle Segment 

From Bader Road to just east of Van Ruiten Lane, a landscaped median would be constructed, 
with many of the existing oak trees remaining in the median.  The width of the landscaped 
median would vary from 14.5 to 30 feet.  Access across the median for left turns and u-turns 
would be provided only at the intersections with Bader Road and Van Ruiten Lane.  These 
locations would accommodate a u-turn radius of approximately 25 feet.  Mid-block driveways 
along this segment would only have right-in/right-out access. 

East Segment 

From Van Ruiten Lane to Grant Line Road, a landscaped median would be constructed 
incorporating a limited number of existing oak trees.  The median width would be vary from 4 to 
16 feet.  Access across the median for left turns and u-turns would be provided at up to two 
intermediate locations and at the intersection with Grant Line Road.  These locations would 
accommodate a u-turn radius of approximately 25 feet.  Mid-block driveways along this 
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segment would only have right-in/right-out access and may result in the use of common 
driveways. 

DRAINAGE/DITCHES 

The widening of Bond Road would require that that existing roadside ditches be filled in. The new 
storm drainage system would consist of a permanent underground storm drainage system that 
would be supplemented where possible with new roadside collection swales.  The shallow 
collection swales would be constructed where feasible, at the east and west ends of the project 
site only on both sides the north side of Bond Road.  At the east and west ends of the project, 
where there is no curb or dike, the swales will collect both property drainage and roadway 
drainage.  In the middle segment of the project, roadway drainage will be intercepted by curb 
or dike so the swales will collect only property drainage. Where swales are not feasible in these 
areas and in the middle section of the project, concrete curb would be constructed where the 
sidewalk/pathway would be adjacent to the roadway.  Where the pathway would be behind 
trees, concrete curb or an asphalt concrete dike would be used at the edge of the pavement.    

Stormwater runoff that accumulates in either the collection swales or along the curb/dike would 
be collected with inlets at new and existing low points (sags) along Bond Road.  The inlets would 
be installed in the westbound and eastbound shoulder or swale and be connected by a 12-inch 
to 18-inch lateral passing beneath the median.  Where the median is landscaped, area drains 
would be placed in the median and connected to the roadway laterals to collect median 
drainage.  Laterals would connect to a drainage trunk line running under the eastbound lanes 
of Bond Road.  The trunk line would drain to one of the two existing terminal outfalls along the 
south side of Bond Road, or a new outfall that would be constructed south of the Bond/Bader 
intersection.   

CURB TREATMENTS 

The project proposes the following curb treatments on the north side of Bond Road: 

• West of Bader Road and East of Van Ruiten Lane, where shallow collection swales are 
not feasible, and the sidewalk/pathway is adjacent to the roadway, there would be 
concrete curb.   

• From just west of Bader Road to Van Ruiten Lane, in the middle section of the project, 
where the sidewalk/pathway would be behind trees, concrete curb or an asphalt 
concrete dike would be used at the edge of the pavement to minimize tree removal. 

The project proposes the following curb treatments on the south side of Bond Road: 

• Curb and gutter along the entire south side of Bond Road, with an 8-foot to 10-foot 
separation between the back of curb and the front of the sidewalk. 

SIDEWALKS/PATHWAYS 

A sidewalk/pathway would be provided only on the south side both sides of Bond Road using 
ADA compliant, low-maintenance material.  The sidewalk/pathway would be constructed of a 
material that is firm, stable, slip resistant, and low maintenance.  This material could be concrete, 
colored concrete, asphalt concrete, or other low maintenance material that is ADA compliant. 
The pathway needs to be provided on both sides of the roadway to facilitate safe pedestrian 
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access, particularly to and from nearby schools.  The project would have the following 
sidewalk/pathway treatments: 

South side of Bond Road 

A 7 meandering 6-foot wide concrete sidewalk/pathway constructed adjacent to the variable 
10-foot wide landscape corridor.   

North side of Bond Road 

No sidewalk/pathway would be constructed on the north side of Bond Road. 

For the segment west of Bader Road and East of Van Ruiten Lane, a 5- to 6-foot wide sidewalk 
would be constructed adjacent to the roadway or landscape corridor.  For the segment 
between Bader Road and Van Ruiten Lane, a 5-foot to 6-foot wide sidewalk/pathway would be 
constructed north of the existing trees next to the roadway.  The pathway would be concrete 
with a natural color to better blend in with the environment.  The intent is for the 
sidewalk/pathway to be separated from the roadway to the maximum extent possible, but 
there are locations where the pathway would need to be adjacent to the roadway.   

TREES/LANDSCAPING 

The existing lanes would become the ultimate westbound lanes with the existing trees on the 
south side of the road remaining as part of the road median where feasible.  The area between 
the proposed roadway and the sidewalk  New swales would be used to preserve existing trees 
and plant additional (mitigation) trees, with low maintenance native vegetation in certain 
areas.  Median landscaping would be designed to not interfere with traffic visibility for left and 
right hand turns.  Landscaping under existing native oak trees would require drought tolerant 
plants with above ground drip irrigation system.  Future developments may be required to 
provide additional landscaping along Bond Road frontage as part of their conditions. 

SIGNALIZATION 

The intersections of Bond Road and Bader Road, and Bond Road and Van Ruiten Lane would 
be signalized.  The traffic analysis for the project shows that a signal is needed at the Bond Road 
and Bader Road intersection based on projected traffic volumes.  The intersection of Bond Road 
and Van Ruiten Lane would be signalized to allow left turns out of Van Ruiten Lane where 
existing trees, that will remain, block unsignalized sight distance. and to provide for a safe 
pedestrian crossing at this location.   

LIGHTING 

The proposed project would include safety lighting at each of the following intersections:  Bond 
Road and Bradshaw Road, Bond Road and Bader Road, Bond Road and Shire Oaks, Bond Road 
and Kapalua Lane, Bond Road and Van Ruiten Lane, and Bond Road and Grant Line Road. 



2.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

City of Elk Grove Bond Road Widening (Bradshaw Road to Grant Line Road) 
September 2006 Final Environmental Impact Report  

2.0-5 

INSERT FIGURE 3.1-3 (REVISED) 

11 x 17 color 
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2.3 PROJECT ALTERNATIVES SUMMARY 

CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6(a) states that an environmental impact report shall describe 
and analyze a range of reasonable alternatives to a project.  These alternatives should feasibly 
attain most of the basic objectives of the project, while avoiding or substantially lessening one or 
more of the significant environmental impacts of the project.  An EIR need not consider every 
conceivable alternative to a project, nor is it required to consider alternatives that are infeasible.  
The discussion of alternatives shall focus on those which are capable of avoiding or substantially 
lessening any significant effects of the project, even if they impede the attainment of the project 
objectives to some degree or would be more costly [CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6(b)]. 

In accordance with the provisions of CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6, the following alternatives 
to the proposed project are evaluated: 

ALTERNATIVE 1 – NO PROJECT 

Under this alternative Bond Road (from Bradshaw Road to Grant Line Road) would not be 
widened.  The project site would remain in its existing state, as a two lane rural roadway with 
ditches and no shoulders.  The only infrastructure improvements (consisting of curb, and 
sidewalk) beyond those currently existing on or near the project site would be where required in 
front of new developments that are either under construction or planned for the future.   

ALTERNATIVE 2 – NO SIDEWALK ON THE NORTH SIDE OF BOND ROAD 

This alternative would include the same features/parameters as the revised proposed project, 
with the exception that shallow collection swales or curb or asphalt concrete dike would be 
installed on the south side of Bond Road, where shallow collection swales are not feasible (rather 
than curb, gutter and sidewalk with the proposed project).  a sidewalk/pathway would not be 
constructed on the north side of Bond Road.  This alternative would require the acquisition of 
approximately 5.3 acres of land, which is 0.7 acres less than the proposed project.  By 
eliminating the sidewalk/pathway on the north side the width would be reduced by 5 to 6 feet 
on the north.  By not providing the sidewalk/pathway on the north side of Bond Road pedestrian 
safety could be greatly compromised.  This Alternative could result in safety concerns by 
creating the need for people living on the north side to cross to the south side of Bond Road in 
order to have a safe sidewalk/pathway when walking along the roadway, particularly to and 
from nearby schools.  In locations with sidewalks on one side of the street, pedestrians must 
either walk along the roadway or cross the street.  Pedestrians are unlikely to walk out of their 
way for a marked crosswalk or signal.  The absence of a sidewalk/pathway on the north side of 
Bond Road increases the likelihood that a “walking along roadway” pedestrian collision would 
occur. 

ALTERNATIVE 3 – FULL SECTION STANDARD DESIGN 

This alternative would involve in the construction of a full section standard design 4-lane 
roadway.  The standard 4-lane roadway would have two 12-foot wide lanes, a 5-foot shoulder, 
curb and gutter, and a 7-foot sidewalk in each direction (eastbound and westbound).  The 
portion in front of Van Ruiten (in the eastbound direction) would also include a 5-foot planter 
between the back of the curb and the edge of the sidewalk.  The median would be 
landscaped and would vary between 13.5 feet and 30 feet.  The full section standard design 
would be wider than the proposed project and in order to construction would include the 
acquisition of more right-of-way and the removal of more trees than the proposed project. 
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2.4 SUMMARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES 

Table 2.0-1 displays a summary of project impacts and proposed mitigation measures that 
would avoid or minimize potential impacts. In the table, the level of significance is indicated 
both before and after the application of each recommended mitigation measure(s).  Edits 
made to the table as a result of comments on the Draft EIR are demarcated by revision marks 
(underline and strikeout). 

For detailed discussions of all project impacts and mitigation measures, the reader is referred to 
the environmental analysis sections in Chapter 4.0 of the Draft EIR, Sections 4.1 through 4.12, and 
to Chapter 4.0 (Errata) of this FEIR. 
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