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4.0-1 

The following is an introduction to the environmental analysis of project-specific and cumulative 
impacts and general assumptions used in the analysis.  The reader is referred to the individual 
technical sections of the Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) regarding specific 
assumptions and methodology used in the analysis. 

ANALYSIS ASSUMPTIONS GENERALLY USED TO EVALUATE THE IMPACTS OF THE HDR GPA AND 
REZONE 

BASELINE ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS ASSUMED IN THE DRAFT EIR 

Section 15125(a) of the CEQA Guidelines requires that an EIR include a description of the 
physical environmental conditions in the vicinity of a project, as they exist at the time the Notice 
of Preparation (NOP) is published.  The CEQA Guidelines also specify that this description of the 
physical environmental conditions is to serve as the baseline physical conditions by which a lead 
agency determines whether impacts of a project are considered significant.   

The environmental setting conditions of the City of Elk Grove and the surrounding area are 
described in detail in the technical sections of DEIR (see Sections 4.1 through 4.11).  In 
accordance with Section 15082 of the CEQA Guidelines, the City prepared an NOP of a DEIR for 
the project on December 7, 2005.   A scoping meeting was held on January 5, 2006, to receive 
comments.  Subsequently, a revised NOP was circulated on the project on March 10, 2006.  In 
general, these setting discussions describe the relevant environmental conditions of the City of 
Elk Grove and the surrounding area, as they existed when the NOP for the project was released 
on March 10, 2006.  In addition, the DEIR includes updated setting information since release of 
the NOP, such as the status of large-scale development projects in the City and surrounding 
region (see Table 4.0-2 and Figure 4.0-1).   

BUILDOUT ASSUMPTIONS UNDER THE GENERAL PLAN WITHIN EXISTING CITY LIMITS  

Table 4.0-1 identifies land use acreages under the adopted General Plan within existing City 
limits at buildout.   
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TABLE 4.0-1 
ADOPTED CITY OF ELK GROVE GENERAL PLAN LAND USE SUMMARY AT BUILDOUT WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS 

Land Use Category Acreage1 

Residential Categories 

Rural Residential (RR) (0.1 to 0.5 du/ac) 5,228 

Estate Residential (ER) (0.6 to 4.0 du/ac) 1,740 

Low Density Residential (LDR) (4.1 to 7.0 du/ac) 8,617 

Medium Density Residential (MDR) (7.1 to 15.0 du/ac) 436 

High Density Residential  (HDR) (15.1 to 30.0 du/ac) 292 

Mixed Use 

Office/Multi-Family (20.0 du/ac maximum) 186 

Commercial/Office 103 

Commercial/Office/Multi-Family (20.0 du/ac maximum) 367 

Open Space 

Public Parks 748 

Public Open Space/Recreation 821 

Private Open Space/Recreation 234 

Non-residential 

Commercial 1,049 

Office 316 

Public Schools 683 

Institution 160 

Public/Quasi Public 325 

Light Industry 350 

Heavy Industry 505 

Private Streets 28 

Total 36,067 
Source:  City of Elk Grove staff calculation, 2006.  
Note:  These figures include Laguna West, annexed December 15, 2003. 

Based on Traffic Analysis Zone (TAZ) mapping, historic and maximum residential development 
densities (i.e., RR – 0.5 dwelling units per acre, ER – 4 dwelling units per acre, LDR – 5.6 dwelling 
units per acre, MDR – 12 dwelling units per acre, HDR – 20 dwelling units per acre) and 
consideration of development of net acreage in the City, it is anticipated that buildout of the 
General Plan would result in approximately 68,125 dwelling units and a population of 
approximately 209,144 within the City limits.  It should be noted that these estimates of dwelling 
units and population does not constitute a dwelling unit or population cap for the City.   
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BUILDOUT ASSUMPTIONS UNDER THE GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT  

As described in Section 3.0 (Project Description), the proposed HDR GPA and Rezone would 
change the land use designations for 12 sites throughout the City increasing the amount of HDR 
uses and decreasing non-residential acreages for C, OF, OF/MF, LI and HI land use designations.  
The project also includes analysis of a General Plan Land Use Element text amendment to the 
South Pointe Policy Area on the General Plan Land Use Policy Map requiring 5.5 percent of the 
overall acreage (200 acres x 5.5 percent = 11 acres) within the policy area to be designated for 
high density residential uses.  Another text amendment is proposed for Site F to identify that 15 
acres of Site F (comprised of APNs 116-0012-047, -050 and -051) would be designated for High 
Density Residential uses.  The remainder of the site would retain its existing land use designation 
of Rural Residential. 

These changes would result in an additional 3,239 dwelling units (based on the increase in units 
per Table 3.0-5), 9,944 residents (3,329 x 3.07 persons per unit), and the potential loss of jobs 
compared to those which would occur under the adopted General Plan as a result of 
converting employment generating land uses to residential land uses.  The amount of jobs lost as 
a result of the conversion is unknown and difficult to determine since the acreage is divided 
among several parcels. 

GENERAL ASSUMPTIONS UTILIZED FOR EVALUATING CONSTRUCTION, PHASING, AND OPERATIONAL 
IMPACTS FROM THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE HDR GPA AND REZONE 

The environmental analysis in this DEIR considers environmental effects associated with 
construction and operation of land uses under the proposed HDR GPA and Rezone project.  
Current estimated rates of future development of the City based on Sacramento Area Council 
of Governments (SACOG) estimates are provided in Section 4.2 (Population, Housing and 
Employment).   

The City recently adopted a Growth Management Strategy (Resolution No. 2004-124).  The 
strategy identifies that it is the growth control policy of the City of Elk Grove to regulate rate, 
location, and timing of growth as follows: 

1. In the area of the city south of Elk Grove Boulevard and west of Highway 99, the City shall 
require that all new development (with the exception of Lent Ranch Mall and the South 
Pointe Policy Area) shall occur within an approved Specific Plan.  (Lent Ranch Mall was 
approved through a Special Planning Area.  All future development within Lent Ranch 
will be required to prepare detailed District Development Plans and to provide detailed 
phasing and financing plans.)  These Specific Plans shall address rate, location, and 
timing of growth, and shall include financing provisions which comply with and 
implement the City’s General Plan policies regarding levels of service, provision of 
infrastructure ahead of need, maintenance of ongoing operations, etc. Each Specific 
Plan may contain policies and/or requirements as deemed necessary by the City to 
regulate the rate of development; this may include a numeric cap, a cap on 
percentage of growth from year to year, or any other method deemed appropriate. 

2. In all other areas of Elk Grove, the rate, location, and timing of growth shall be reviewed 
on a case-by-case basis as development projects are reviewed by the City.  All projects 
shall be required to comply with and implement General Plan policies regarding levels of 
service, provision of infrastructure ahead of need, maintenance of ongoing operations, 
etc. 
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The proposed HDR GPA and Rezone project is consistent with the provisions of the Growth 
Management Strategy.   Only Sites F, H and I are located on the west side of SR 99.  A text 
amendment is proposed to the South Pointe Policy Area to allow 5.5 percent of the site’s total 
acreage to be designated HDR. 

Sites A, B, C, D, E, G, J, K, L and M are located on the east side of SR 99 and would be reviewed 
on a case-by-case basis to ensure they are consistent with the provisions of item 2, above. 
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TABLE 4.0-2 
PROPOSED AND APPROVED LARGE-SCALE RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL PROJECTS IN ELK GROVE 

Map 
# Name of Project Use 

Total  
Number of 

Dwelling Units 

Total Commercial 
Square Footage 

Total 
Acreage Location Status 

Elk Grove Projects 

1 

East Elk Grove Specific Plan: 

Approved Projects:  
Waterman 20  

Waterman Park  
Waterman Plaza  

Newton Ranch #2 & 3 
Bond Ridge  

A mix of single-
family residential 

development, 
commercial uses, 
park sites, school 
sites, and open 

space 

Total:  4,300 
single-family 

units (based on 
the average 

density in each 
land use 
category) 

Proposed:  114 
single-family 

units 

23.5 total acres:  54,000 
square feet (approved) 1,439 

Policy Area:  
Borders of 

Bradshaw Rd., 
Bond Rd., and 
Grant Line Rd. 

Under 
construction 

2 

Lent Ranch Special Planning Area 

Elk Grove Promenade  
(Lent Ranch Mall) 

The Marketplace @ Elk Grove 

Commercial/ 
Office/ Residential 

Development 

280 multi-
family units 

299 res. Units 
7 commercial 

lots  

3.1 million square feet 
of commercial/ 

office uses 
79.3 gross acres 

11.5 acres 
445,282 square feet 

295 

Elk Grove:  W. 
Stockton Blvd./ 

State Route 99 as 
eastern borders; 
Kammerer Rd. as 
southern border 

Approved  

3 Sheldon Park 
Single-family 

residential 
development 

177 single-
family units N/A 40 

Elk Grove:  NE 
corner of State 
Route 99 and 
Sheldon Rd. 

Approved 

4 

Calvine/99 SPA:  

Approved Projects: 
Arcadian Village #4 

Sheldon Park Bow Street 
Subdivision 

A mix of residential 
developments, 

commercial, office, 
schools, and park 

uses 

Total:  4,125 to 
4,191 

Proposed units:  
842 

1,046,000 square feet to 
1,630,000 square feet 

Total:  615 

Proposed:  
Approx. 157 

Elk Grove:  
Sheldon Rd./E. 
Stockton Blvd. 

8601, 8665, 8669 
Bow Street 

Approved  
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Map 
# Name of Project Use 

Total  
Number of 

Dwelling Units 

Total Commercial 
Square Footage 

Total 
Acreage Location Status 

5 

East Franklin Specific Plan:   

Approved projects: 
Franklin Crossings 

A mix of single-
family residential 

development, 
multi-family 
residential 

development, 
commercial uses, 

park sites, and 
school sites 

Total:  3,712 
approved 

single-family 
units; 428 
proposed 

single-family 
units 

313,632 

Total:  844.6 
(approved); 

102.5 
(proposed) 

Policy Area:  
Borders of Elk 
Grove Blvd., 

Franklin Blvd., 
Bilby Rd., and 
Bruceville Rd. 

Approved 

6 

Elk Grove Auto Mall Expansion 

Proposed Projects: 
Niello BMW 

Expansion of 
existing auto mall N/A 1,533,312 44 

Elk Grove:  South 
of Elk Grove Blvd. 
and the existing 

auto mall; west of 
State Route 99 
Elk Grove Auto 

Mall 

Approved 
/Under 

Construction  

7 

Madeira  
(formerly Laguna Ridge Specific 

Plan) 

Proposed Projects: 
Arbor Ranch - TSM  

Laguna Ridge Bayless  
Laguna Ridge Village 5, 6 & 8 

 Madeira East  
(Zehnder Ranch)  TSM 

Madeira South/Laguna Ridge  
The Grove at Laguna Ridge 

The Grove Village 3  
Marquis  

Poppy Ridge Estates  
Poppy Ridge Pointe 

The Vineyard at Madeira  
Treasure Homes 

Tuscan Ridge  
(Meritage Homes)  

Zgraggen Ranch TSM,TPM 

A mix of 
residential, 

commercial, and 
office uses, as well 
as schools, parks, 
and open space 

Total: 7,767 
Units total N/A 1,900 

Policy Area:  
Borders of Elk 
Grove Blvd., 

Bruceville Rd., 
Kammerer Rd., W. 

Stockton Blvd. 

Approved 
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Map 
# Name of Project Use 

Total  
Number of 

Dwelling Units 

Total Commercial 
Square Footage 

Total 
Acreage Location Status 

8 Sterling Meadows/ 
South Pointe Policy Area 

A mix of 
residential, parks, 
and open space 

uses 

799 single 
family, 174 
live/work, & 

206 
multifamily 

units 

43,560 200 

Policy Area:  
Borders of 

Southeast Policy 
Area, Kammerer 

Rd., and Lent 
Ranch SPA 

Approved 

9 Southeast Policy Area Specific Plan Specific Plan 
Initiation     Proposed 

10 Calvine Pointe Commercial 
development N/A 241,046 22.36 

SE corner of 
Calvine Rd. and 
Elk Grove-Florin 

Rd. 

Approved 

11 Sheldon Lakes 

A mix of single-
family residential 
uses as well open 
space and trails 

257 N/A 155.1 
SE corner of 

Sheldon Rd. and 
Waterman Rd. 

Approved 

12 Di Benedetto Single Family 
Residential 37 N/A 41.2 

NW corner of 
Grant Line and EG 

Blvd. 
Approved 

13 Ermandarold Estates Single Family 
Residential 39 N/A 74 8577 Bader Rd. Approved 

14 Old Town Mixed Use 
Development  

Commercial 
Mixed-Use 

Development 
N/A 28,000 1.86 

SE corner of  
Webb Street and 

Elk Grove 
Boulevard 

Approved 

15 Crabb property Commercial N/A 25,168 3.06 

SW corner of Elk 
Grove Boulevard 
and Waterman 

Road 

Project in 
process 

16 Backer Ranch Condominiums Condominiums 126 N/A 9.4 
Southwest corner 

of Bruceville Rd. & 
Backer Ranch Rd. 

Approved 
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Map 
# Name of Project Use 

Total  
Number of 

Dwelling Units 

Total Commercial 
Square Footage 

Total 
Acreage Location Status 

17 Bader Parcel Map and Rezone Single Family 
Residential 4 N/A 8.65 

West side of 
Bader Rd. between 

Calvine and 
Sheldon 

Approved 

18 Bel Air Village Phase II Shopping Center N/A 61,000 8.51 8475 Elk Grove -
Florin Rd. 

Project in 
Process 

19 Beltway Venture Development Commercial N/A 160,000 10 East Stockton & 
Hampton Oak Approved 

20 Bond Road #5 Single Family 
Residential 5 N/A 10 10049 Bond Rd. Project in 

process  

21 Brownwood Estates Single Family 
Residential 10 N/A 10 9756 Elk Grove 

Blvd. Approved 

22 Bubbles Car Wash Car Wash N/A 7040 .61 8458 Bond Rd. Approved 

23 Center Pointe @ Laguna Office Park N/A N/A 10.92 
Longport Court 

(SE I-5 and Laguna 
Blvd.) 

Approved 

24 Centex Homes – Vintara Park Single Family 
Residential 695 N/A 230 

NW corner of 
Bond Rd. and 
Waterman Rd. 

Approved 

25 Creekside Estates Single Family 
Residential 17 N/A 9.05 9350 Bond Rd. Proposed 

26 East Crossing Pointe Commercial N/A 24,538 3.45 
Northwest corner 

of Elk Grove Blvd. 
& Bradshaw 

Approved 

27 Elk Grove Square – LT Commercial N/A 195,773 25.85 Promenade 
Parkway Proposed 

28 Elk Meadows /Parkwood Single Family 
Residential 23 N/A 5 Sheldon/Elk 

Grove-Florin Rd. Approved 
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Map 
# Name of Project Use 

Total  
Number of 

Dwelling Units 

Total Commercial 
Square Footage 

Total 
Acreage Location Status 

29 Emerald Vistas Apartments Multifamily 
Residential 112 N/A 4 

East Stockton 
Blvd. North of Elk 

Grove Blvd. 
Proposed 

30 French Estates Single Family 
Residential 50 N/A 10 

SE corner of Elk 
Grove-Florin Rd. & 

Four Seasons 
Drive 

Approved 

31 G.K. Homes – TSM Residential 23 9.86 14.74 
9291 Waterman 
Rd., South of 
Laguna Blvd. 

Proposed 

32 Hampton Inn & Suites Hotel 110 guest 
rooms N/A 63,010 

Longport Drive – 
south of Laguna 
Blvd. & West of 
Harbour Point 

Approved 

33 Hearthstone III Residential 30 N/A 40.9 9826 & 9870 
Bond Rd. 

Project in 
process  

34 Iron Rock Industrial Park Industrial N/A N/A 4.24 10200 Iron Rock 
Way Approved 

35 Iron Rock Six Heavy Industrial N/A N/A 9.07 Iron Rock Rd. and 
Elkmont Way Approved 

36 Jiffy Lube 2341 Automotive N/A 2,341 0.44 Klagge Court & 
Longport Court Approved 

37 Kamps Propane Relocation Industrial N/A 5,257  Iron Rock #6 Lot 
#3 

Approved 
Proposed 

38 Laguna Creek Shopping Center 
DRNR Commercial N/A  12 

NW corner of 
Laguna Blvd.& 
Bruceville Rd. 

Approved 

39 Laguna Gateway Phase III Commercial N/A 4.97 4.97 

SW corner of 
West Stockton 

Blvd. & Dunisch 
Road 

Project in 
process 
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Map 
# Name of Project Use 

Total  
Number of 

Dwelling Units 

Total Commercial 
Square Footage 

Total 
Acreage Location Status 

40 Laguna Gateway Phase IV Commercial N/A 30.71 3.63 South of Dunisch 
Rd. 

Project in 
Process 

41 Laguna Gateway Phase V Commercial N/A 18,980 2.34 Lot 5 of 144 PM 2 
on Big Horn Road 

Project in 
Process 

42 Laguna West Plaza Commercial Office N/A 17,530 2.83 9098 Laguna 
Blvd. 

Project in 
Process 

43 Lakemont Drive 25 – REZ, TSM Single Family 
Residential 27 N/A 6 9094 Calvine 

Road Approved 

44 Longport Retail Center Commercial N/A 9,871 2.73 2301 Longport 
Ct. Approved 

45 McGeary Ranch (LR) – TSM Residential 206 N/A 46.3 
SEC Old Poppy 
Ridge Rd. & 
Bruceville 

Proposed 

46 Raley’s Center of Elk Grove Commercial N/A 105.4 4.33 
Southeast corner 

of Franklin Blvd. & 
Elk Grove Blvd. 

Approved 

47 Samos Stonelake Village Single Family 
Residential 123 N/A 7.6 

North of Riparian 
Drive between W 

Taron and 
Waterfowl 

Approved 

48 Sandage Estates Subdivision Map Residential 10 N/A 20 9584 Sandage 
Avenue Approved 

49 Sheldon Crossing Commercial N/A 43,784 5.14 Grant Line & 
Wilton Approved 

50 Sheldon Crossroads Residential 75 N/A 10.43 8555 E. Stockton 
Blvd. 

Project in 
Process 

51 Stone Springs Estates Unit 2 Single Family 
Residential 21 N/A 5.04 9230, 9310 

Bradshaw Rd. 
Project in 
Process 
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Map 
# Name of Project Use 

Total  
Number of 

Dwelling Units 

Total Commercial 
Square Footage 

Total 
Acreage Location Status 

52 Tegan Estates II Residential 32 N/A 6.70 5501 & 5461 
Tegan Rd. Approved 

53 Venture Commerce Center Commercial N/A 89,603 6.36 
NW corner of 

Laguna Blvd. & 
Dwight Rd. 

Project in 
Process 

54 Vintage @ Calvine Pointe Multifamily 
Residential 165 N/A 4.24 8480 & 8484 Elk 

Grove-Florin Road 
Project in 
Process 

55 Vista Creek Village Unit 4 Single Family 
Residential 25 N/A 13.51 8585 Waterman 

Road 
Project in 
Process 

56 Vista Creek Village Unit 3 Single Family 
Residential 30 N/A 13.51 

East of the 
intersection of 

Waterman /Brown 
Rd. 

Approved  

57 Waterman Square Residential 84 N/A 4 9160 & 9150 
Waterman Approved 

Sacramento County Projects 

58 North Vineyard Station Specific 
Plan 

A mix of residential 
developments of 

different densities, 
commercial and 

office uses; 
schools, and 

recreation/ open 
space uses. 

5,732 
30.5 gross acres 
(approximately 

1,062,864 square feet) 
1,594.5 

Sacramento 
County:  

Boundaries of 
Florin Rd., Gerber 
Rd., Vineyard Rd., 

Elder Creek Rd. 

Approved 
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Map 
# Name of Project Use 

Total  
Number of 

Dwelling Units 

Total Commercial 
Square Footage 

Total 
Acreage Location Status 

59 Vineyard Springs Comprehensive 
Plan 

Mix of residential 
developments of 
different densities 

with a large 
community park, 

schools, and 
neighborhood 

parks. 

5,942 
13 gross acres 

(approximately 453,024 
square feet) 

2,650 

Sacramento 
County: 

Boundaries of 
Gerber Rd., 
Calvine Rd., 

Excelsior Rd., 
Bradshaw Rd. 

Approved 

60 Florin Vineyard Community Plan 

A mix of residential 
developments of 

different densities, 
commercial uses, 
and recreation/ 

trails. 

5,639 to 5,981 Approximately 5,052 
960 square feet  3,766 

Sacramento 
County:  

Boundaries of 
Elder Creek Rd. 

/City of 
Sacramento, north 

of Vintage Park 
Drive and 

Churchill Downs 
subdivision, 

Bradshaw Rd., and 
UPRR/Elk Grove-

Florin Rd. 

Proposed 

61 Sunrise-Douglas Community Plan 
(City of Rancho Cordova) 

A mix of low and 
medium density 
residential uses, 

commercial uses, 
and recreation/ 
pedestrian uses. 

21,728 

479.6 acres of 
commercial/office uses 

(approximately 
16,713,100.8 square 

feet) 

6,015.3 total; 
2,632 acres 

are the 
Sunridge 

Specific Plan 
area 

Sacramento 
County:  

Boundaries of 
Douglas Rd., 
Kiefer Blvd./ 

Jackson Highway, 
Grant Line Rd., 
Sunrise Blvd. 

Approved 

62 Short Road GPA and Rezone 37 Low density residential 9.95 acres 

Sacramento 
County:  northeast 

corner of Short 
Road and Calvine 

Road 

Proposed 

63 Bradshaw Christian High School General Plan 
Amendment, 

1,000 student 
private high 

7 parcels for private 
school and open space 

72 acres Sacramento 
County:  located 

Proposed 
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Map 
# Name of Project Use 

Total  
Number of 

Dwelling Units 

Total Commercial 
Square Footage 

Total 
Acreage Location Status 

Community Plan 
Amendment, 
Rezone, Use 
Permit, and 
Tentative 

Subdivision Map 

school uses near the 
intersection of 

Bradshaw Road 
and Calvine Road 

City of Sacramento Projects 

64 

Airport Meadowview/South 
Sacramento Community Plan 

Update – includes: 
 Sunnyside Meadows 

Village Meadows 
Delta Shores Village PUD 

City Farms 
Fruitridge Manor 

Glen Elder 
Elder Creek 

Franklin Villa 
Southgate 
Valley Hi 

Florin-Perkins industrial area 

A mix of medium 
to high-density 

residential 
developments, 

commercial uses, 
public/quasi public 

uses. 

33,045 
573 gross acres 
(approximately 

19,967,904 square feet) 
12,015 acres 

City of 
Sacramento:  
Joining of the 

Airport 
Meadowview 

Community Plan 
and South 

Sacramento 
Community Plan 
areas, including 
the Sacramento 

Regional 
Wastewater 

Treatment Plant 

Update in 
process 

65 College Square N/A 400 N/A 18+ 
Cosumnes River 
Boulevard and 
Highway 99 

Have not yet 
submitted for 

special permits 

66 8151 Sheldon Road Medium Density 
Residential uses 180 N/A 11 8151 Sheldon 

Road Proposed 

67 North Laguna Point Condos Condominium uses 153 N/A 10.63 
NE corner of 

Bruceville Rd. and 
Sheldon Rd. 

Approved 
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APPROACH TO THE CUMULATIVE IMPACT ANALYSIS 

Definition of Cumulative Setting 

CEQA Guidelines Section 15130 requires that EIRs include an analysis of the cumulative impacts 
of a project when the project’s effect is considered cumulatively considerable.  In general, the 
cumulative setting conditions considered in this DEIR are based on the existing land use plans in 
the Sacramento region (see Figure 4.0-1 for an illustration of large growth areas in the region) 
(e.g., Sacramento County, El Dorado County, Placer County and the cities of Sacramento, 
Folsom, Rancho Cordova, Galt, Citrus Heights, Roseville and Rocklin) as well as by consideration 
of large-scale proposed and approved development projects listed in Table 4.0-2 and shown in 
Figure 4.0-2A and 4.0-2B.  This list of projects is intended to describe large-scale development 
activities in the general vicinity of the City and is not intended to be an all-inclusive list of projects 
in the Sacramento region.  

Each technical section of the DEIR includes a description of the cumulative setting’s geographic 
extent based on the characteristics of the environmental issue under consideration as set forth in 
Section 15130(b) of the CEQA Guidelines.  The cumulative setting takes into account the 
cumulative conditions analyzed in the Elk Grove General Plan Draft EIR, which considered the 
Planning Area (Figure 4.0-3), which designates areas for future consideration of urban 
development identified as “Urban Study Areas” as well as areas intended to remain in their 
existing land use condition (open space, agricultural lands and rural residential), the 
Sacramento County Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant area, and Laguna West.   

Consideration of Cumulative Impacts 

Each technical section in the DEIR considers whether the project’s effect on anticipated 
cumulative setting conditions is cumulatively considerable (i.e., a significant effect).  The 
determination of whether the project’s impact on cumulative conditions is considered is based 
on consideration of applicable public agency standards, consultation with public agencies 
and/or expert opinion.   Section 5.0 (Cumulative Impacts Summary) provides a summary of the 
cumulative impacts associated with the General Plan. 

TERMINOLOGY USED IN THE DEIR 

This Draft EIR uses the following terminology: 

Elk Grove Planning Area: As described in Policy LU-12, this planning area consists of the land 
area outside the current incorporation boundaries of Elk Grove that the City has identified a 
long-term vision for land uses.  

Cumulatively Considerable:  A cumulative significant impact would result when the project 
would contribute considerably to a significant physical impact on the environment expected 
under cumulative conditions. 

Less Than Significant Impact: A less than significant impact would cause no substantial change 
in the physical condition of the environment (no mitigation would be required for project effects 
found to be less than significant). 

Significant Impact: A significant impact would cause (or would potentially cause) a substantial 
adverse change in the physical conditions of the environment.  Significant impacts are identified 
by the evaluation of project effects using specified standards of significance provided in each 
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technical section of the EIR.  Identified “significant” impacts are those where the project would 
result in an impact that can be measured or quantified, while identified “potentially significant” 
impacts are those impacts where an exact measurement of the project’s effect cannot be 
made but substantial evidence indicates that the impact would exceed standards of 
significance.  A potentially significant impact may also be an impact that may or may not occur 
and where a definite determination cannot be foreseen.  Mitigation measures and/or project 
alternatives are identified to avoid or reduce to a less than significant level project effects to the 
environment. 

Significant and Unavoidable Impact: A significant and unavoidable impact would result in a 
substantial change in the environment that cannot be avoided or mitigated to a less than 
significant level if the project is implemented. 

Standards of Significance: A set of significance criteria used by the CEQA lead agency (City of 
Elk Grove) as well as by other public agencies with regulatory jurisdiction over the project to 
determine at what level or “threshold” an impact would be considered significant.  Significance 
criteria used in this EIR include the State CEQA Guidelines; factual or scientific information; 
regulatory performance standards of local, State, and Federal agencies; and, City goals, 
objectives, and policies.  Specified significance criteria are identified at the beginning of the 
impact analyses of each technical section of the EIR. 

Subsequent Projects:  Anticipated development projects (e.g., residential, commercial, park, 
recreational) that would occur under the General Plan.  This would include public and utility 
extension projects including, but not limited to, roadway widenings and extensions, intersection 
improvements, water distribution improvements and trail extensions.  

Urban Study Areas: Two general land areas identified outside of the City limits, but within the Elk 
Grove Planning Area, where some form of urban development may occur. 

ACRONYMS 

AB – Assembly Bill 

ACOE – Army Corps of Engineers 

ADWF – Average Dry Weather Flows 

ALUC – Airport Land Use Commission 

ATCM – Airborne Toxics control Measure 

AWWF – Average Wet Weather Flows 

BACT – Best Available Control Technology 

BMP – Best Management Practices 

BPMP – Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan  

CAAQS – California Ambient Air Quality Standards 

Cal-EPA – California Environmental Protection Agency 


